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Sherry M. Knowles, Esq. is Senior Vice President and Chief Intellectual Property 
Counsel of GlaxoSmithKline, where she serves as the worldwide head of patents 
and trademarks for both litigation and transactional matters.  Ms. Knowles joined 
GSK in September 2006. Prior to that, she was a partner in and founder of the 
Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical Intellectual Property Practice at King & 
Spalding LLP, where she represented  companies, foundations and universities in 
connection with patent prosecution, litigation, contracts, licensing, financing and 
other corporate intellectual property issues relating to pharmaceutical, 
biotechnology and chemical inventions. Ms. Knowles received her B.S., cum 
laude, with distinction in chemistry from Duke University and received her M.S. 
in organic chemistry from Clemson University.  Prior to attending law school, she 
spent several years at SmithKline Beecham (now GlaxoSmithKline) as a 
pharmaceutical synthetic chemist.  She received her J.D., magna cum laude, from 
the University of Georgia where she was a Benjamin Phillips Scholar and was 
elected to the Order of the Coif.    
 
Ms. Knowles is a frequent speaker on key issues relating to intellectual property 
matters that affect the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries.  Managing 
Intellectual Property Magazine (July/August 2008) named Ms. Knowles as one of 
the top ten most influential people in IP in the world, and a “Patent Owner’s 
Advocate.” 

 


